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Underused office space
The operations of the account-
ing office Meticulous Ltd are 
being downsized, with part of 
the operations being moved 
to Estonia. The company will 
have underused office space: 
furnished rooms and meeting 
spaces that are vacant much of 
the time. The company owns the 
premises and is trying to decide 
what to do with them. The prem-
ises generate costs, but could 
they also be a source of utility?

Food waste
Marketta’s Market has a 
problem: a lot of food prod-
ucts go to waste — especially 
fruit, vegetables and bread.  
The wasted food isn’t expired 
or spoiled, but it needs to be 
disposed of to make room for 
new lots. Biowaste is expen-
sive for the company and repre-
sents a waste of food. Could 
someone make use of the left-
over food products?

Worn-out clothing
The donations received by the 
Reuse Centre include large 
amounts of unsaleable clothing 
that is worn out, pilled, dirty or 
low in quality. The textiles can’t 
be taken to a landfill and they 
don’t want them even in Africa. 
What should be done with 
these textiles?

Tank
You have a World War II-era 
T34 (Sotka) tank. It was used 
by the Finnish troops in key 
battles during the Continuation 
War.

Electric cars
You have access to 10 electric 
cars with a range of 300 kilome-
tres on a single charge.

Stainless steel pipe
This steel pipe comes from a 
demolished greenhouse where 
it was used as a part of the 
heating system. The pipe is 50 
mm in diameter and 5 mm thick. 
There’s hundreds of metres of it 
available!

Pieces of leather
You regularly receive surplus 
pieces of furniture leather from 
a furniture factory. The leather 
is available in many different 
colours.

Military surplus items
You receive decommissioned 
clothing and small items from 
the military.

Valuable demolition 
waste
An internationally recognised 
cultural building has been 
demolished. You can pick up 
demolition waste, such as 
pipes, radiators, bricks, win-
dows, doors, roof panels and 
boards as well as cast iron 
items from the yard, such as 
gates, fences and other deco-
rative items.
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Business premises
You have access to business 
premises (400 m2) in the middle 
of a suburb that is mostly popu-
lated by families with children. 
Built in the 1950s, the premises 
were previously used for small-
scale industrial purposes.

Plastic bottles
Plastic bottles with no deposit 
cannot be returned to bottle 
recycling points. What could be 
made from them, or what could 
be done with them?

Cosmetics packaging
Cosmetics packaging is diffi-
cult to recycle, as it often con-
tains many different types of 
materials: different plastics, 
metals, mirrors, stickers, etc. 
What could be made from the 
old packaging, or how could 
cosmetics packaging waste be 
reduced?

High-quality toys
You get your hands on the 
bankruptcy estate of a toy 
importer, containing a large 
number of expensive and high-
quality toys. Do you simply sell 
the toys or can you come up 
with a more lucrative idea?

Slightly used clothing
The global production of cloth-
ing doubled between 2000 and 
2015. During the same period 
of time, the number of times 
an individual piece of cloth-
ing is worn decreased by 36 
per cent (Source: Bloomberg 
View). This means that people 
have more clothes in their clos-
ets but they are worn less than 
before. Could there be a busi-
ness opportunity in this?

Old books
Second-hand bookshops can’t 
take in all the books they are 
offered from sources such as 
the estates of deceased per-
sons. Many books simply aren’t 
in demand anymore. Libraries 
sometimes accept donations 
of books, but they usually only 
want books that are quite new 
or otherwise popular. What 
could be done with the books, 
or made from the books?

Smartphones
Smartphone trends change 
at a rapid pace. Certain com-
ponents of phones tend to get 
broken quickly and getting 
them repaired can be expen-
sive relative to buying a new 
phone. This means that phones 
are often used for less than a 
year and left to gather dust in 
a drawer somewhere. How can 
you get a hold of these service-
able/repairable phones and 
what can you do with them?

Computers
The service life of computers 
keeps getting shorter. People 
don’t know how to update their 
computers, let alone repair 
them. Instead, they want to 
get rid of their old computer 
when buying a new one. The 
metal components inside com-
puters are recyclable, but the 
plastic components are mostly 
wasted. Can you grab a hold of 
this resource and find a better 
use for the computers?

Hobby equipment
In their closets and storage 
rooms, people have hobby 
equipment that is used only 
rarely. Many people have to 
move to a larger home because 
they can’t fit all their posses-
sions in their old one! At the 
same time, some people don’t 
have enough money to buy 
hobby equipment or space to 
store it. Could this problem be 
turned into a business? 
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Cat litter
More and more Finns have 
pets, and cats are among the 
most popular kinds. Used cat 
litter made from sand, clay or 
bentonite can’t be recycled as 
biowaste. But could it be sold or 
used for something?

Used mopeds/
motorcycles
You’ve heard that a local motor-
cycle shop receives traded-in 
mopeds and motorcycles that don’t 
have much resale value: they are 
too old, but not old enough to have 
retro appeal. They might also be 
broken, spare parts not available, 
or the shop doesn’t have mechan-
ics who know how to repair them. 
You could go and pick up these 
bikes from the shop for free if you 
came up with a good use for them!

CDs
People have shelves and stor-
age rooms full of CDs. More 
and more consumers buy their 
music from online streaming 
services. What should be done 
with old CDs and their cases?

Military bicycles
The Finnish Defence Forces 
is modernising its bicycle fleet. 
You get your hands on 1,000 
old military bicycles at a low 
price. 

Prison furniture
You receive a large number 
of furniture from a decom-
missioned prison. The furni-
ture dates back to the period 
between the 1950s and 1970s. 
The items are not in very good 
condition, but they are of good 
build quality: beds, dining 
tables, chairs and office furni-
ture.

Household food waste
Households throw away 120–
160 million kilograms of food 
each year. This corresponds to 
about 7,800 lorryloads of food. 
The annual cost of food waste 
in Finland is approximately 
€125 per person (Source: Nat-
ural Resources Institute Fin-
land). What kind of business 
could this be turned into?

Inherited cottage
You inherit an old cottage in 
South Karelia, in a small village 
near National Road 6. You have 
no use for the cottage. It seems 
that neither does anyone else, 
because you can’t find a buyer 
for it. Do you leave the cottage 
there to rot, or can you come up 
with an alternative use for it?

Waste from a 
confectionery factory 
The local factory that produces 
cookies and sweets regularly 
generates waste: batches with 
minor imperfections (related to 
colour or structure, for exam-
ple), wasted pieces as well 
as lots that are expiring soon 
and haven’t been sold yet. 
What could you do with these 
sweets?

Studio equipment
Your uncle buys new state-
of-the-art equipment for his 
recording studio and donates 
his old equipment to your mum 
to write off an old debt. The 
equipment is of high quality 
and only a couple of years old. 
Your mum plans to sell them, 
but could their utility value be 
higher than their resale value?
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Cardboard boxes
Your friend has received 1,000 
cardboard boxes for free. They 
are sturdy and in good condi-
tion. Your friend can’t think of 
a use for them. You can have 
the boxes if you can come up 
with an idea for what to do with 
them!

Glass jars and bottles
Hundreds of glass bottles and 
jars were found in the base-
ment of your old aunt. In the old 
days, they were used for juice, 
jam and such. None of your 
relatives want them. How could 
you use the glass jars and bot-
tles?

Used office furniture
A large corporation is renovat-
ing its head office and getting 
rid of a large number of office 
furniture that is used but still in 
good condition: office chairs, 
desks, meeting room furniture, 
cabinets and chests of draw-
ers. What use could you come 
up with for these?

Old windows from 
demolished or renovated 
buildings
Several blocks of flats in your 
area will have their windows 
replaced soon. This will mean 
that a large number of old win-
dows, still intact, will be left 
over. Can you think of a use for 
them?

Logo products
A company changed its name 
and logo. All of its branded com-
munication materials need to 
be replaced. New and unused 
envelopes, headed paper, fold-
ers and T-shirts bearing the 
company’s logo and visual 
design are about to go to waste. 
What use could you come up 
with for these? 

Bathroom fixtures 
and storage furniture 
from demolished and 
renovated homes 
Ray’s Renovations Ltd does 
plumbing and renovation work 
at blocks of flats. During the 
renovations, they remove bath-
room fixtures (toilets, wash 
basins and bathtubs) and stor-
age furniture (kitchen and bath-
room cabinets) from the build-
ings. How could these be used?

Vacant industrial 
building/warehouse
An industrial building has been 
left vacant on the outskirts of 
town. The building has a floor 
area of 220 square metres and 
the space is 8 metres high. 
There is a small office and 
social space at one end. What 
use could you find for this build-
ing?

Surplus materials from a 
sawmill
Pete’s Sawmill Ltd produces 
a range of boards and panels. 
This generates a large amount 
of by-products in the form of 
sawdust and wood chips as well 
as defective pieces of board. 
How could these be used?

Used pallets
A freight company is getting 
rid of 1,000 wooden pallets. 
They are made from untreated 
wood, which means you could 
use them to heat your sauna, 
but wait a minute — could you 
come up with a more sensible 
and lucrative use for them?
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Old caravan
Charlie Caravaner is replac-
ing his old caravan with a new 
model. What could you do with 
an old traditional style caravan 
that is not in the greatest condi-
tion? Can you come up with a 
business idea that makes use 
of the caravan? Maybe there 
are other similar caravans 
available too?

Canopies
A congregation is giving away 
three canopies that have been 
used at summer events. The 
canopies are made from PVC, 
so they can’t be recycled. Each 
canopy covers an area of 6 m x 
12 m and the height is 2.5 m at 
the lowest spot and 4.5 m at the 
highest spot. The canopies can 
be picked up free of charge.

Expo carpet
A large amount of expo carpet 
in various colours is left over 
after a trade fair held at the 
exhibition centre. The carpet 
that is in the worst condition 
will be sent to the incineration 
plant to be used in energy pro-
duction, but some of the carpet 
pieces are still in good condi-
tion and useful. What could you 
do with expo carpet that is used 
but still in good condition?

Broken construction 
machines
A construction company has 
about 50 machines breaking 
every year, including impact 
drills, cordless drills, stirrers, 
circular saws and lighting 
equipment. The high-quality 
machines can be repaired, but 
the repair costs are high rela-
tive to the price of buying a 
new machine. How could these 
machines be put to good use?

Tools
Walter’s Wood and Workshop 
Ltd is closing down as Walter 
takes a well deserved retire-
ment. His children are not very 
good with their hands, so there 
is no-one to keep the company 
going. As your uncle, Walter 
decides to give you a large 
number of high-quality profes-
sional tools if you can explain to 
him how you will make sensible 
use of them.

Interior decoration 
materials
A construction firm does reno-
vation work on public buildings. 
The leftover materials include 
different colours of paint, tiles 
of various sizes and colours as 
well as laminates. Even though 
the materials are new, they end 
up being wasted because the 
relatively small amounts of sur-
plus material can’t be used on 
other projects.

Used cotton roller towels
Public restrooms often have 
cotton roller towels for drying 
hands. The lifespan of a cot-
ton roller towel is about 110 
washes. They get mended, but 
eventually the entire roll will be 
thrown away. Some of them 
are cut up to be used as dis-
posable cleaning towels, but 
there are still more than 20,000 
kilograms of used cotton roller 
towels in storage.

Rental door mats
A company rents out dirt trap-
ping mats used in public build-
ings to protect the floors and 
reduce the amount of dirt that 
comes in. The rubber-backed 
nylon mats have a service life 
of several years in rental use. 
When they get too worn down 
to trap dirt effectively, they end 
up as waste. Maybe you can 
come up with an idea for how to 
make further use of them?

Linens that are no longer 
in use
A company rents out bed linens, 
towels and bathrobes to hotels. 
The products are all white and 
made from cotton or a cotton-
polyester blend. The products 
may be in good condition, but 
even a single stain that can’t be 
removed makes them unusable 
for hotel customers. What sub-
sequent use could these tex-
tiles have?
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Used workwear
A company rents out workwear 
for professionals ranging from 
doctors to chefs and construc-
tion workers to security guards. 
Products removed from use 
include clothing that is faded, 
stained or torn, but also cloth-
ing that is in good condition but 
has been altered (shortened 
pant legs, added pockets). The 
material is a cotton-polyester 
blend.

Used tablecloths
A company rents out dirt- and 
water-repellent tablecloths to 
its customers. The colours, 
patterns and sizes are pro-
duced according to customer 
specifications. Tablecloths that 
are still in good condition are 
removed from use at the end of 
a contract or when customers 
change their visual style. The 
customised tablecloths can’t 
be offered to other custom-
ers. What uses could they still 
have?

Lost and found
The lost and found office has 
piles of items that owners never 
come back for: beanies, gloves, 
hoodies, backpacks, keys, sun-
glasses and umbrellas, but also 
valuable items such as phones, 
tablets and jewellery. How 
could you help people take bet-
ter care of their belongings? 
And what could the lost and 
found items be used for?
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